THE  SUN  AND  THE   SERPENT

fluences personified,  as supposed by  the  com-
mentator Sayana.

This writer, living long after the events de-
scribed in the hymns, and far distant from the
scene of their occurrence, was evidently misled
by the figurative language of the Vedic rishis.
Modern scholars, however, seem to be less and
less inclined to rely upon the Brahman com-
mentators.1

Tha following passages from the Rig Veda,
taken in connexion with those already quoted,
seem to show clearly that the conflicts with the
Asuras were real battles. In many of these
Indra fought, or was believed to have fought,
in defence of rishis or rajas, who were his wor-
shippers. Thus in one hymn we find : " Thou
(Indra) didst hurl down the Das a Sambara from
the mountain, thou didst preserve Divodasa." 2
And again : " Thou didst cast down the Dasa
Sambara, son of Kulitara, from the great moun-
tain." 3 Further we have : " Munificent hero,
who easily conquerest thy foes, thou didst put
to flight the Dasyus in battle." * Then we
have the prayer : " Discriminate between the
Aryas and they who are Dasyus, restraining
those who perform no religious rites; compel

1 Rhys Davids, " Budd. Ind.," 152.

2 Rig Veda, VI. xxvi. 5 ; Muir, ii. 384.

3 Ib. IV. xxx. 14 ; Muir, ii. 380.         4 Rig Veda, I. Ixiii, 4.
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